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ginia, having heretofore Been governed by laws and ‘prinei-” 
ples merely consuetudinary: anwritten, derived from 
criptare and thé practice of their ancestors diversity 
has gradoally and natarally arisen io the practice of differerit” 
sections of ‘the church’ Ahd experience Raving démonstra- 
| that a diserépance of views and feelings among members 
|. ofthe sameChurch, on the’sabject of eectesiasticatGoverment 
and Discipline, exerts a prejddicial infaence; ; and believing” 
that the adaption of speeifie “form” oF Government and 
cipline. tend to correct the views atid fartionize the 
 feelings.prevalent on this sabject, as well sabserve the real 
 » interest of the Redeemet’s kingdom : Théreforéthe Synod 
of the Evangelie Lutheran Charch in Marytand and = 
have after mature delibertion digested the following “fort? 4 


Seer. believe that from an of the: 
works ‘of natace.and the’ eodrse’ of events, we may derive” 
evidence of the existence of God and the prominent traths of 
“Bat thiat the of tratdral religion is not 
gach as to afford us satisfactory knowledge of the nature of 
“God and our. relation to him; its influence sificientto 
us to duty’;2, and that therefore a farther revelation 
We believe that’ a revelation God ties. “Eo 
"given, at,sandey times and in divers: manners unto the fath-- 
ers and in later days by his Divine son Jesus Cltrist, aad his 
inspired servants velation is contained 
books known in. thé, as the Otd4 and New 
: that every individuat is bound to ‘receive thie &s_ 
Fale of faith and to be governed: 
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free exercise of private judgment in matters of religion, are 


natural and, analienable rights. of men, of which no govern. 
Seer. V.> As order is necessaty to the rosperity of every 


|... @ssdeiate body, and as Jescs Christ has left ao entire, specific 
of Government.and Discipline for his Church’; it-isthe 


“appear to them, most consistent with the spirit and*precepts of 
New Testament, and hest cajculated fo suBserve the in- 


jodgment, agree in the opinion, that christiamty requires a 


proves that nien will differ ir eof their views of 
‘ghd discipline ;, and as.two much difference of opinion would 
bewprejudicial.to the obyects of the aSsociation thereforerea- 
gOmdictates that those of similar views should ‘associate’ to- 
_ ‘gethersthatitis their daty to require for admission to church. 
membership among them, or for inductiow into the sacred 

\office and for continhance.in either, such terms as'they deem — 
accordant with the precepts aad spirit of 
4 
“Wasthe Evengelic Lutheran Church founded immediatély’» 


yo 
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body of ,all,7, those of every religious denomination 


Be 

-Seor, We hold, that liberty of conscience and the 


daty of every individual. Charch to adopt such regulations of 
or 


terests of the Church of Christ, 


Seer. Vii. And as men exercising the right of private | 


social cOhnexion.among its prolessors* and ds experience 
in some of their Views of doctrine 


« 


Upon the broad . basis of these principles, 


the Reformation... Adhering tothe sameprinciples,the 
Chatchin America is governed by three judicatories : 
‘Council of each cand the district Synods— 
consisting of all the clergy, and an eqaal namber of laymen 7 
froma particalar district of country, and ope GtweraLSyn- 

6b formed by representatives from all the different Synods of 
the Latheran Charch. The ratio of clericaland lvy-repre. 
sentatives is determined in the Constitution ofthe Generar 


The trae: or. invisible _ hurch of Christ'is the 


a. 


inthe World, Who are In or 

Thetroe Chorch of Christ is a spiritual,9, society, con- 
sisting of members whose qualifications,10, are spititual, and 
Who are associated for spiritual purposes.Jt 
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15 and others. Dan, Vi, 1,23. ActstV, 19% 
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Iti 1s, catholic or 12 society: its not 


4 tom. | 


THE EXTERNAL Of VISIBLE CHURCH. | 

visible. Charch’ is! collective body ‘of | 
who. -profess the christian religion; consisting, of al} 
those ‘who, have been admitted to metnbership by vapliom 
haye tot been deprived of it By excommunication. 
Tb OF this society oar Lord and Saviour is 
‘the troe and only fread ;14 having neither abandoned. 
churelr nor appointed. any vicar in Ms steed) | 
As thesspirit of leads possessor to- $0- 
ial intercourse 15 with each other ; and as sich @ 
jp essential to the accomplishment of the objects of the ehris- 
-tian.church ; and a8 such @ rélahon can” ‘subsist only among 
person contigaous résidence therefore christians: living 
pear together have from the time of the apostles formed 
themselves into societies for the better attainmestofithe 
of the christian ‘Institution. Add Ling 
tewin the duties of the whole chareb. =, i a 
the of every such society undef the vigible 


the pastor or. pastors who minister thems te prewide for . 
the perpetaation of ad’ able and’ faithfor ministryl@ andto @ 
isthe de to watch the 

and faithfulness of foe members. 


| to bave no edhnexion with the civil govermmem 
oagtit. its decisions enforéed by ‘the ‘civil 
purely declarative, 
‘whether exercised by an individual,’ pe 4 
any other ecelesiastical jadicatory, the their ju- 
ridiéal code and their decisions are valid only found- 
The. visible is not an, to which 
may belong or at our Option ; ‘but the dutyefevery | 


one who has an opportunity to a faithfat member of it.22 
Acts “41, 47. 1 Thes. 14, Gal 


Matth, X 
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ave the word and’ sacraments admipis; 4 
tered in arity 17 to give’an adequatea and just support te - 
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Our. Lord 


Sseriptere designated 


by all.propen means public.and private, ta, 


.. 
fto..the, general, Synod 


\ agents to perform some of the 

The principal the pastor or 
pastors in administering the government 
to endeavour to. preserve peace and barmo 
to visit the congregational schools and “promote the 
education of the childpen ofthe church; andtovisit 
the siek and afflicted, and aid in the performance of suchoth- 
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95, Lake 26. «Acts XK; 17 compared with28.. 


>. Math 19, Cor, Kt, 23. 1 Cor, IV, 
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OF THE OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH. .. 


Pastors... 


‘aud Savidar: himself gnstitated. the © 
Testumentichorch and made it of 
Tike persens filling this. are in 


“clerical office in the New. 
perpetaal standing. 23 


~ pr elder, 24 indicative: of the: doties of the office... All 
these are by.divine right of equa! rank ,25 and their duties arc” 
‘principally these: to ex | 
public worship .of Ged 26. to..administer the sacremenis 
the and to admonish men of their duties 27 as 


the chereh of C brist. 


officers. who: were. endowed with miraculous 
atid whose instrumentality Christ used in first, forming 


the @harch, were extraordinary apd of temporary standing. — 


the Sugeod 


has the entire jarisdiction over them: 
regular appeal is obtained 


STV. The other officers of Charch are Eldersand Dea- 
are elected. by the members of the Church, astheir 


and disciplineof the 


-daties of the, Deacons. office, ace principally. these; to 


life as commanded in Scripture(a) tomin- 


ister-mpto'the poor27 aud extending 10 their, wants 


tributing faithfully amongst them the collections which may, 
their ose; to assist the pastor 


in. the adminpistra- 
tion ofthe Bucharist ; to attend and segder all necessary ser- 


worship; to see.that them minister receives 
 ‘jast and adequate s 


rt actording tothe commands.of our 
‘Lord ; to admitister the tempera) coueerma of the church; 
93, Matth. XXVIII, 19, 20. 2 Tim. 1,5. 


96. Bph. 1V, 24, 12 “Acts 28, 31. 1 Peter V, 


Acts Vide Ist Tim viii, 13, and others 
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by diflerent.names,as bishep,presbyter, 


indthe word..of God,.ta.couduct 
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to in the’ of such other daties are in- 
eumabent the charch council, Both these officers are elect- 
-. . ed by the péople and itis their duty to feel the deepest inter. | 
in the advancement of piety ‘anvotg ‘the members of the 
charch; andto exert their utmost influence to promote it. 
‘The elders and deacons are the representatives of the 
whofe church, afd each charch council shall determine the 
ber oF their officers ‘and the term, of their duration in of. 
yet in fio eése shalt they ‘serve less ‘than two Years, hor 
> ‘Vi When persons have been elected to’ the office of ae 


der or deacon. they shall bé inducted into their office accord. — 
ing. to the form: by the church (a) Those congre- 
tions which have been in the habit ot faving’ trastees, may 
if they deem it’ expedient still retain them, ‘and continge 


Yr, 


Sen, “pie church council is ‘the ‘lowest 


ers and deacon- of a particalar church, 
Il. “The Pastor, together with ‘half of the exiting 

| members of the council, and ip the necessary “absense. of the - 
Pastor, two thirds of the remaining: members of the. council, 
“But to business connected with tie government o or 
discipline of the chureh, shall be tragsacted withoot the pre. 
sence of the minister, unless” Kis absence is anavoidable or 
voluntary; or the churély be vacant. “And when the 
pastor shall be exofficto chair-man, 
chorct shalf have the superinteridance.- 
all the teri 
_ they: are administered with wisdom, faithfulness.and justiee, . 


shallatso elect a deput puty: ‘to’ represent them t the apngal 
meeting. 


possessed of. the qualifica- 


examination they shall 

divine race, borti, spirit of God, or seeking a 
change of neart—that be sae 


poral concérnis of ehiurch and shall see that. 


‘ 


e chnich consisting of the pastor or pustors 2 and all fhe el. 


be the ‘of thie couticil to admit to member- | 
ship adults who shall ‘application and: whom: og matore. 
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= fancy and whom on like examination they shall judge 


‘pastor on the mostimportant; doctrines and 


“gible be. performed 
gpembers who were 


“fall Communion, they s 
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, tiatis, or satisfy the,charch council that their intentions are 
Also to admit to the communion of the ‘charch ‘all 
those who were admitted. to charch membership, in their in. 

sses- 
Of the above mentioned guahfications, No oné shal! be 
considered a fit subject.for confirmation who has not preyi 

ously attended a course of religions lectures, wt by. the 
ines anc es Of reli- 

» gion; untess the pastor should be satisfied that the applitant’s 
‘attainments aré.adequate without this attendance. And when | 

adults are admitted to.membership, their baptism shall if pos- 

Papi before, the church; and ‘when 


? 


ised, intheir infancy aré admitted to 
allin the same pablic’ manner confirm 
“S0eit Daptismal vows according to the form of confirmation 

im the (G) 
-At'shall be the duty of the council to administer the 


sistent with their christian profession,or who entertain funda. 


=  ‘mental-errors.30 To this.end they shall have power tociteany 
7 , of their charch members to appear before them ; and to en- | 
deavour to obtain other when the case may require | 
jt. At shall forther be the duty. of the council when any mem- 
first privately to admonish him, or if necessary to 
to’ account, & when they, shal! deem these meéas- 
ures inelfectnal, to suspend or excommunicate him, that isto 


@ebar him fromthe ‘privileges pecojiay to charch. member-— 


ship, aecotding, to the precepts of the New Testament laid 
“gown'in this form: it shall also be their daty to restore 34 


Every 

the minister ; and it shall be his duty 


‘ 


“when requested by two members 
pected bythe Synod, 


Meyer the religiou 


attached to that church, and s 


privileges of the’ church; who shall manifest sincere repent- 


published tothe church, if deemed necessary bythe ma. — 


time be. con 


may at any: 
t 


shall be the daty of the charch, council 
‘ove s edacation of ‘the children of the church and 
~“"to'$eethat they be-occasionally collected, for the purpose of 

the catechism ofthe charch & instructed in the 
gates arid ‘principles of the christian. religion. - The co 
-.. of eyery church shall have the man 


ement, of the school 


he-council 


those’ subjects of suspension or ex.communication to all the 


of restoration may 


enced 


to, calla meeting, 


fowaich — 
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be ez-offitio trustees 
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he same, They shall endeavor toobtain pious, well qual. 
Wigor 7,13 36 Gal VII (a) Acts xix; 6 
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vied faithfal and to see that the childven of the 


__be there. also taught the catechism of the chure 


church, as far as practicable attend this schoo! , and that they 


althe duties of religion. Tw all plates where'there is not. yet” 


effect and cogtinue in force antil reversed by the synod. ‘And 
\ in every case of appeal, the church council shallsend.ade- 

tailed and correct account of “their in the case 


a school house attached to ‘the church) they 
the pe 


without the -permission of the church council. 


‘IX. The charch council shall: keep record of their pro. 
ceedings, of all the baptisms and ne bong and of persons — 


The of any parttichlar are alt 
members of the visible (see chap. 2) part 2. sect. charch, 
who are associated together ander some form of christian go. 
e, for divine worship and the. ‘better ~— 

attainment of the objects ‘of the Christian institution. 
Every chorch membér isamenable to the aod 
“mist appear before them when cited and submit: to ‘the 


shall encourage — 
'y and éndeavour to have one erected? . And no per. 
shall 


teach in aby ‘of oir congregational school honses 


son 


admitted. to sacramental commoanion ; and this record shall © 
be annually sént to the’ ¢ynod for inspection, 


ke no further measures grounded 
on thei decision until the sentence has been reviewed by the | 


synod. But if the decision appealed from be a sentence’ of. 


take 


suspension or excommunication, it shall. inimediately® 


an 


CHAPTER 


vernment and’ disciplin 


‘Ci line of the church regularly administered, 35 


If. “It is thedaty ‘of every church member 
required of himor > 


tian that is; to the daties 


her ia scripture, Thus it is the duty of adults te perform all. 
the christian ‘daties, glect the public worstup of God; 
$6, nor the patticip the Lord’s Supper whenever 


an op A is afforded. itis the ditty ‘of 
cate th eir child: 

38, to teach them: the doctrines of the church, 
to the ‘ordimances: of the same. “And when yoang 
members reach the years of matarity 


ability 

 commarded, 

_ the: Lord’s table. 
‘S37 Ist Cor xi, 24,25 $8 Eph 
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h, andiogener- . 


all Cages of "appeal from the deéisions/of the’ 
conneil, the council shall ta 


nis to é¢du- 
ren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 


and-to subject A 
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h council 
charch.conncil of his int 
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exiting 


iaterval betw 


nod, Bat every sach case, 


within. two weeks of the time \ 


to bim ; and shail specif hi them the reasons of his 


or con elections. must be abilished 
council to the at least. to weeks. Before” 


election. 


il... The council may poblish a congregational: ‘meeting 


for auy-lawful purpose when they shall deem it necessary, 


‘aud they shall be compelled so to do when tequired by 
third of the lawful electors of the church. 


The electors of any partiqular our’ 


tures, 


ry. 
Atall elections for Eiders or ‘Deacons, no. period. 


» When ao election is héld ina 


» ed hy himself, of the election. 
ment. of the su 
the. pastor therein specified. 


ugcil shall nominate t wic rsons as. are. 

any causea vacancy occurs. in the 
een the stated elections, it. shall be filled 


to ectec 


VH,.. 


_ Wwaithoutdelay by a election, and tlie person.thas elected 


shall serve until the regular of the time of 


ion, ore’ ail those. who are in fall comaiunion with the same, 
who submit to its government and discipline regalatly 
pstered, and-who contribute accordin their ability en: 
 gagements to all its necessa 


may be elected to either.of said offices who ig not member. | 
fall communion with said charet. - 
acant cou: re fy 
g oe pastor, two thirds of all the electors shal} be. scree ary to 

election, andifthe votes were not. unanimous, it, is recom-, 

ended that the presiding. officer shall invite, the minorityto 
 edneur in the decision; . He shall give them a certificate, sigd-— 

his Certificate,. with a state-- 
pport which they promise, him, shall be, a 


for members of the council, the | 


+ | > 
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& Erskine’s Evidence. 
Do. on Faith. j 
2 Dr. Lochman’s History, Doctrine and Discipline of the Evan. 
gelical Lutheran Church. And others. 

The Rey. Mr. Medtart was appointed as. missionary for three 
months, to labour in such destitute sections of our country; as the 
President may direct. 

"Phe Rey. Mr. Medtart having declined receiving 
' my money from the Treasury of the Synod to defray his expenses, 
| ‘and the Synod being thus enabled to send another missionary; the 
| Rev. Mr. Little was accordingly appointed for — term, and 
under the same direction. 
The brethren then united with our worthy President, and, on 
hended knees, addressed the mercy-seat of Christ; offering their 


[> gratitude for that measure of his gracious influence which was ex- 


périenced during the meeting, commending the ehurch and her 
interests to the protection and guidance of his gracious Spirit, 


themselves anew to his service forever. 


W. EDNESDA 4 E VENING. 
and Licensure. 


ie a4 The Rev..Mr. Sackman preached on Acts xiv. 22. “* Confirm- 


| “Eng the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in 
-* thefaith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God.” | 
The Rev. Mr. Schnee was then solemnly ordained as Pastor. 
The duties and privileges of Licentiates were read to Messrs. 
Medtart and Little, and, after imposing on them the customary 
‘obligations, they were licensed as Candidates for one year. 
The Pastor loci now addressed the audience in an interesting 
and impressive exhortation, presented to the citizens of the town 
the grateful acknowledgements of the brethren, for the distin- 
guished hospitality with which they had been entertained during 
their sojourning amongst them; after which the benediction was 
pronounced and the audience dismissed. 


S. SCHMUCKER, 
Secretary. 
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